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FELIX VARELA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

COURSE SYLLABUS

 American Government /Economics (GRADE LEVEL/HONORS)
     SOCIAL STUDIES   


INSTRUCTOR:  

Mrs. Paulette Atkinson-Grant, M. S. & Mrs. Irene V. Cartas, M.S.


ROOM #:


Room 158




Phone #                                  (305) 752-7900 
E-Mail
:

           icartas@dadeschools.net or irene.cartas@gmail.com/



           patkinson@dadeschools.net
COURSE BLOG:                     http://fvshgovtecon.wordpress.com/
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course will enable students to understand that government and politics are not abstract processes but very human enterprises, which involve interaction among individuals from all walks of life.  We will study how different outcomes can affect students’ civil rights and liberties.
TEXTBOOK/MATERIALS: Magruder’s American Government (GL/HNRS), Economics: Principles & Practices (HNRS), & Economics: Principles in  Action (GL)
addition to the textbook, students need to bring the following materials to every class meeting: three-ring 
binder, or spiral notebook (with pockets), paper, pen/pencil (#2), and highlighter.  Student will be required 

to set up an email address using gmail.  Please be sure your address is professional, and includes your 

name. Students will be required to have access to a computer with internet capabilities.  
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT COURSE OBJECTIVES:  By the end of the course, the student will be able to and understand that:

· Popular Sovereignty-People are the ultimate source of power in the American System.
· Limited Government-Citizens must guard against the accumulation of power in government.
· Separation of Powers-This division of power and its design to protect individuals.
· Checks and Balances-The system which ensures the oversight function one branch performs on the others.
· Judicial Review-The ability of the Supreme Court and federal courts to ensure that government functions according to constitutional principles.
· Federalism-The various levels of government, federal, state, and local.      

ECONOMICS COURSE OBJECTIVES: By the end of the course, the student will be able to and understand:
· Scarcity, Opportunity Costs, Economic Systems
· Supply & Demand, Competition, Economic  Institutions, Market Prices
· Money, Credit, Income, Entrepreneurs
GRADING:   Your academic grade will be determined from tests, quizzes, daily assignments, homework, and   

                   projects.

GRADING SCALE:        90-100 =   A






  80-89 =   B






  70-79 =   C






  60-69 =   D






    0-59 =   F

ATTENDANCE AND TARDIES:  Students arriving to school after 7:30 am are to report to the attendance office to receive a tardy admit to class.  Tardy students WILL NOT be permitted to report to 1st period without a Tardy Admit to Class.

REMEMBER: Any SENIOR with FIVE or more unexcused absences during the semester could receive a NC  

(NO Credit).  This is a semester course and necessary for graduation.
MAKE-UP WORK:  All students are responsible for work missed during an absence.  This includes class work, homework and projects.  The work must be turned in within 5 days of returning to school.  Students, who experience circumstances that require extended absence, must arrange a make–up schedule with the teacher.  If the absence is pre-arranged, the make-up schedule must be made in advance.  All tests, quizzes and class projects must be completed prior to a pre-arranged absence. THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS!
HOMEWORK:  Homework will be assigned and counts as one complete letter grade.
Student Identification Card:  A valid Felix Varela Identification Card must be worn visibly at all times by all students attending school.  

School Attire:  Follow student dress code as per student handbook. Dress code will be enforced.

Standards of Classroom Conduct:  

  *
NO profane or indecent language and behavior will be tolerated in the classroom.  

  *
NO defacing or destruction of public property.

  *
NO improper conduct causing a disturbance in the classroom, library, hallways, or other places on the school premises.

  *
NO tampering with fire equipment, safety and evacuation signs or setting off a false fire alarm.

  *
NO entertainment devices (cell phones, or other music reproducing devices on campus).

  *     NO eating and drinking in class.

I have read and understood the above information as conditions for my enrollment in the American Government/Economics Class at Felix Varela Senior High School.  My signature, and that of my parents, indicates my commitment and responsibility to uphold these rules.

Student Name (print) _______________________________________________Date___________________________
Student Signature_________________________________________________________________________________
Student’s Email:____________________________________ Cell #:(____)_______________________
Parent’s Name (print) _____________________________________________________________________________
Parent’s Signature_________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone (__) _________________Work (____) ____________________Cell #(____)_________________
Parent’s Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________
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